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Tartuffe Is a Weapon In This Dark Age of
Misinformation and Fake News

Tony winners André De Shields and Matthew Broderick are leading two different
Off-Broadway productions, showing how Moliere’s farce is unfortunately timely.
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Amber Iman and André De Shields in André De Shields is Tartuffe (Joan Marcus)

Ifyou don’t laugh, you'll cry.

Tartuffe, Moliére's farce filled with political and sexual hypocrisy, is having a moment. First
performed in 1664, two different translations of Moliére's original French text are coming to the
Off-Broadway stage this autumn, with Tony winner André De Shields starring in a hyper-
intimate production (for just 100 people) at the House of the Redeemer through November 23.
Then immediately after, Tony winner Matthew Broderick will step into the titular robes at New
York Theatre Workshop November 28-January 11, 2026.

But what is it that is drawing people toward this 361-year-old play? Well, the plot speaks for
itself.

The play follows an unscrupulous man named Tartuffe as he descends upon the family of a
powerful-yet-inept man named Orgon. Presenting as a pious man of God, Tartuffe says
everything Orgon wants to hear, ingratiating himself as the man’s guiding idol while robbing
him blind. As Orgon's family tries in vain to prove that Tartuffe is nothing but a charlatan, Orgon
digs in his heels, refusing to admit that he has been duped.

Sounds like anything you've witnessed lately?












